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INTRODUCTION

In the early part of the 1960°s, a
hurricane hit our little community of
Lincoln County, Mississippi blowing
down trees and damaging many people’s
homes. The next morning after the high
winds ail the folks were out cleaning up
their yards and beginning preparations to
repair the damages. Buford Stewart, an
area minister, was no exception. As he
picked up large sticks in his yard, he
would break them over his leg and put
them in the trash basket. His little girl
was imitating his every act as she picked
up small twigs breaking them over her
thin leg to put them into the trash basket.
Finally, as you might have predicted, she
picked up a stick which was too big and
green and struggled to break it. The stick
was just too much for her. After repeated
attempts, she walked over to her busy dad
and said, "Here, daddy, take this one—it’s
too big for me." Without a second
thought, Buford broke the stick and put it
into the trash basket. As time passed, this
same little girl grew ill and was
hospitalized. No one really realized how
sick she was as her condition grew more
grave by the day. Buford begged God to
spare her life, but the time came when the
fight for life was over and she was gone.
Such a crushing blow to Buford brought
an, almost, unbearable grief which would
not be relieved night or day. On several
occasions, Ruby, his wife, would awaken
at night to find him gone from the house.

He could be found at the cemetery,
literally, outstretched over the grave of
his little girl. Nothing gave Buford
comfort in his time of sorrow. One night

he was resting on his bed and just thinking
about some of the beautiful times he and

his daughter had experienced and
suddenly it happened! Buford remembered
the day he and his precious daughter had
been cleaning the yard. He could see her
clearly in his imagination and memory as
if she was standing right there in front of
him holding that stick up to him with all
her confidence in his love and strength
and requesting, "Take this one, daddy, it’s
too big for me." That was the moment
Buford turned to God with all his
confidence in the Heavenly Father’s love
and strength and said, "Dearest Heavenly
Father, please take this broken heart, for
it is too big for me!”

OUR PROBLEM OF SIN

HOW MANY HAVE SINNED?

Dearest friend, that is exactly the problem
we all have with sin. It is too big for us!
The Bible teaches, "For all have sinned,
and come short of the glory of God"
(Rm.3:23). The "all" includes you and
me. We ALL have sinned. Regardless of
the amount of money we have, despite the
social connections we might enjoy or the
family background we possess, the fact
still must be faced that WE HAVE
SINNED. The Holy Scriptures teach,
"..There is none righteous, no, not
one.."(Rm.3:10). This means with all the
differences of people there is certainly at
least one thing we all have in

common--WE HAVE ALL FAILED
D!
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WHAT IS SIN?

Sin occurs when man violates law.
"Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth
(or breaks) also the law: for sin is the
transgression of (breaking of) the law" (I
Jn.3:4). A sinner is a LAWBREAKER--a
criminal in the sight of God. A sinner has
broken God’s law. The word "sin" means
to "miss the mark"!

WHAT IS THE PENALTY FOR SIN?

How serious are our crimes and sins
before God? After all, in the civil law,
there are minor crimes called misdemean-
ors, more serious crimes called felonies,
and, then, extreme offenses which carry
the death penalty. Thinking in these
terms, how serious are our sins in the
sight of God? The Bible says, "For the
wages of sin is death.." (Rm.6:23a).
There is our answer. Any offense and any
sin committed by us in God’s sight carries
the death penalty! If we are guilty of sin
having never been forgiven, then we are
not only going to be dead spiritually, but
we ARE spiritually dead at this very
instant. To be dead spiritually means we
are separated from God by our sins.

‘man

SIN

GOD

WHAT IF 1 HAVE NOT COMMITTED
MANY SINS?

Yet, you know that most people have not
realized that sin is TOO BIG for them?
You might even be a person who feels
since you have not sinned much or in
some radical fashion that will mean you
are going to heaven. Please do not allow
the devil to deceive you with his lies!
"The wages of sin is death...” (Rm.6:23).
The inspired writer of that verse did not
say the wages of SINS is death, but he
said, "The wages of SIN is death”. What
18 the difference in "sins" and "sin"?
"Sin"(singular) means it only takes ONE
to cause your spiritual death or separation
from God! James wrote, "For whosoever
shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in

ONE POINT, he is guilty of all”
(Jas.2:10).
AN ILLUSTRATION

A son comes in late one evening and has
a stomach ache. He goes to the
medicine cabinet and takes out what he
believes to be an anti-acid liquid, but
instead it is some deadly poison his
father has thoughtlessly stored there.
The boy takes one teaspoon and
immediately falls dead on the bathroom
floor. The father hears the noise and
rushes into the bathroom to discover
the tragedy. Blaming himself for the
death of his son, he madly drinks the
remaining half pint of deadly poison
and falls dead on the floor. When the
coroner does his assessment on the two
bodies, will he conclude that the father
is "deader” than the son because he
drank a half pint of the poison
compared to only a teaspoon of poison
in the boy’s body? Of course not!
They are both dead due to poison,
whether it was a small or large amount.
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WILL GOD TAKE AWAY MY SINS IF 1
DO GOOD WORKS IN THE FUTURE?
Once sin is present in our lives causing
God’s face to be turned away from us
(Is.59:1,2), what can we do about it?
Many fall into the trap of the devil
thinking sin is not too big for them. They
have mistakenly believed they can do
enough good things to counteract the sin
they are guilty of. Again, please do not
be deceived! The Bible says, "Therefore
by the deeds (works) of the law there shall
no flesh (no human) be justified
(proclaimed innocent) in His sight..."
(Rm.3:20). This verse simply means no
amount of good deeds on our part will
remove sin from our souls.

Illustrating False Thinking

I had a gentieman sit down by me on
an afternoon flight out of Atlanta and
before the jet lifted off we became
involved in a conversation about Jesus
Christ. The man told me he did not
believe Jesus to be the Son of God. |
asked, "How could you possibly expect
to go to heaven?" His answer
revealed a common misconception of
most people in our world today
regarding salvation. He answered, "As
a president of a company which
employs 650 people, | try to treat them
with respect and fairness." Then he
continued, "l feel that God has
something like a large balancing scale
up in heaven and every time | do
something good, He puts that on one
side of the scale and every time | do
something bad, He puts that on the
other side of the scale and as long as
my good
deeds ’outweigh’ my bad deeds, |
believe | am going to heaven.”

What this man failed to realize was that all
the good deeds in the world cannot erase
ONE DEADLY SIN from our souls. One
teaspoon of deadly poison will kill us
physically and one sin (any sin) will kill
us spiritually (if it is not taken away by
God).

WHAT IF 1 DETERMINE TO LIVE
BETTER?

Someone might falsely conclude that as
long as a person would resolve to do
better in the future that God would be
merciful. This could be illustrated by a
man standing in front of a judge guilty of
murder. The judge asks, "What do you
have to say for yourself before I pass
sentence?" The man might answer, "Well,
Judge, I am sure you will not hold this
against me and punish me when you
discover that I have never done this before
and I promise to never do it again." The
Judge will reason that regardless of the
man’s clean past or his good intentions for
the future this still does not remove the
crime of murder. That crime must be
punished! Sin is, indeed, too big for us!

WHERE ARE YOU SPIRITUALLY?
Check yourself at this point. Have you
come to realize you are a sinner who
cannot remove your sins by your good
deeds? God has some Good News for
you!

When the bad news
dawns on you, the good
news is so much sweeter!
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GOOD NEWS

Up to now, we have been facing the "bad
news" about our guilt, the penalty of
death which has passed upon us due to
that guilt, and of our inability to avoid the
penalty of sin once it is present in our
lives. Yet, God has some wonderful news
for us! What is the good news? Luke
writes, "And there were in the same
country shepherds abiding in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by night.
And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon
them, and the glory of the Lord shone
round about them: and they were sore
afraid. And the angel said unto them,
’Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all
people. For unto you is born this day in
the city of David a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord’" (Lk.2:8f). The
beginning of the Good News of God is
that His Only Begotten Son became
human and visited Planet Earth!

WHY DID JESUS COME TO EARTH?

For the Son of God to visit the Earth and
become flesh for us, there had to be an
important reason. His birth announcement
declared the reason! “And she (Mary)
shall bring forth a Son, and thou shalt
call His name JESUS: for He shall save
His people from their sins” (Mt.1:21).

MAN COULD NOT GET
TO HEAVEN, SO HEAVEN
CAME DOWN TO MAN!

HOW DID JESUS MAKE IT POSSIBLE
FOR OUR SINS TO BE REMOVED?

Paul said, "Moreover, brethren, I declare
unto you the GOSPEL (good news) which

I preached wunto you, which ye have
received, and wherein ye stand; by which
also ye are SAVED, if ye keep in memory
what I preached unto you, unless ye have
believed in vain”" (I Cor.15:1,2). The
gospel is what SAVES man! This is
exactly what sinners need--saving. Follow
Paul as he continues by telling us the
powerful facts of the saving Gospel of
Jesus. "For I delivered unto you first of
all that which I also received, how that
Christ died for our sins according to the
Scriptures,; and that He was buried, and
that He rose again the third day according
to the Scriptures” (I Cor.15:3,4).

DEATH RESURRECTION

',

BURIAL

God allowed Jesus, His Only Begotten
Son, to SUBSTITUTE or "die for our
sins". The "good news" is that there was
a debt we owed and Jesus paid it for us!
He rose from the grave on the third day to
declare His identity as God’s Son and to
validate our forgiveness! We are going to
learn later that the resurrection of Jesus
brings the Christian another great,
spiritual blessing!

Although "the wages of sin is
death", the Good News God
has for us is that Jesus "died

for our sins" and made it
possible for us to be

released from the obligation

of death!
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GOSPEL PREACHED AT PENTECOST

This same gospel which was designed to
save the souls of people like you and me
was preached for the first time in its
fullness on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2).

Notice the vital truths of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.

JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD

Peter said, "Ye men of Israel, hear these
words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man
approved of God among you by miracles
and wonders and signs, which God did by
Him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves
also know..." (Acts 2:22). 'What was the
purpose of Jesus’ miracles? John writes,
"And mary other signs truly did Jesus in
the presence of His disciples, which are
not written in this book: but these are
written, that ye might believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God; and that
believing ye might have life through His
Name" (Jn.20:30,31). Jesus proved by
His mighty miracles who He was and
is--The Divine Son of God. According to
the angel’s announcement, Jesus was
"God with us" (Mt.1:23). When we come
to grips for the first time with the truth
that Jesus is the Son of God, what impact
does it have on us? There are many life
transforming implications, but one would
have to be that I would TRUST and
SURRENDER to One who is God. As
you see wise, kingly men from the East
worshipping at the crib side of the little
Jewish baby, you are immediately made
aware that this is not an ordinary child.
As you see a group of scholarly Jewish
leaders sitting spellbound in the presence
of this twelve year old Jewish boy as He
amazes them with His knowledge of the

will of God, again, we know Someone
very special has graced this sin-cursed
Earth! We read of experienced fishermen
struggling to cross a body of water as a
storm rips and tears their vessel and
finally in sheer desperation crying out,
"Lord, save us: we perish” (Mt.8:25)
This Jesus, then, commanded, "Peace be
still" (Mk.4:39) and the winds and waves
sprouted ears to hear their Creator and
Commander obeying Him completely as
the sea became as calm and still as a sheet
of glass. These fishermen gazed in
bewilderment at one another and asked,
"What manner of man is this, that even
the winds and the sea obey Him?"
(Mt.8:27). Jesus could stand at the bedside
of a little, dead girl bringing the breath of
life back into her lifeless body with the
ease we might awaken a sleeping child.
With the effortlessness we stroll down a
shaded path, Jesus walked on a storm
tossed sea. Coming from His presence,
former blind men could see the faces of
their children for the first time and men
with decaying leprosy joyfully display-
ed skin as beautiful and soft as that of
newborn babies. Cripple people threw
away their crutches and the demon
possessed were rid of their "hell-sent”
tormenters. All of these (and many more)
miracles undeniably testify that “Truly,
this was the Son of God"!

Who Was This Matchless One?

As Jesus came up out of the waters of
baptism, the Holy Spirit of God descended
on Him in the form of a dove and the
Voice of the Heavenly Father declared
His possession and relationship with this
One saying, "..Thou art my beloved Son;
in thee I am well pleased(Lk.3:22b). Do
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you find anything in Jesus which would
cause you not to trust Him and to not be
willing to surrender your life to His
Lordship? The winds obey Him! The
birds obey Him! All creation obeys Him!
Death cannot stop or hold Him! Is it not
time for you to learn to trust and obey
Him as well? Dear one, you can do that
before this day ends!

JESUS DIED FOR OUR SINS

Peter continued his gospel message on the
Day of Pentecost saying, "Him (Jesus),
being delivered by the determinate counsel
and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken,
and by wicked hands have crucified and
slain" (Acts 2:23). Jesus’ death on the
cross was no accident, but it was His
Heavenly Father’s will and eternal plan
for Him to die on the Cross. But why?
"But He was wounded for our
transgressions, He was bruised for our
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace
was upon Him; and with His stripes we
are healed..the Lord hath laid on Him the
iniquity of us all" (Is.53). There is the
reason Jesus died! God’s justice
demanded DEATH FOR THE SINNER,
but God’s love and mercy willed LIFE
FOR THE SINNER, therefore Jesus died
IN THE PLACE OF THE SINNER!
That is the Good News! In this way and
this way alone could the sinner have his
sins forgiven--by Jesus dying in our place.

He Paid A Debt He Did Not

Owe, For We Owed A Debt
We Could Not Pay.

AN ILLUSTRATION OF THE
HEAVENLY TRANSACTION OF
SALVATION
A man walks into a department store
to make a purchase. A desired item
is taken to the cashier and the price
for the item is paid. Then, the item is
released into the possession of the
buyer. In like fashion, God, if you
will, entered into the storehouse of
humanity and on the shelves were all
the lost souls of men. Because God
is "..not willing that any should perish,
but that all should come to repentance”
(2 Pet.3:9), He weighed the cost. The
Only Sufficient Price for the lost souls
of men would be the substitute
sacrifice and blood of Jesus, which
would be”..shed for many for remission
of sins” (M1.26:28b). In Infinite love
and mercy, God paid the blood of His
Only Begotten Son to buy back or
redeem anyone and everyone who
wants to be saved! Let me ask you
this question. To whom did God pay
the payment of His Son’s blood?
Who demanded that sin be punished?
Remember, God's justice demanded
DEATH for the sinner, -“..for the
wages of sin is death” (Rm.6:23a).
But, God’s mercy sent Jesus to die in
the sinner’s place. Who did God pay?
He paid HIMSELF! It was God's
justice which had to be satisfied and
He loved us so much that He sent His
Son TO SATISFY HIS OWN
RIGHTEOUS AND JUST DEMANDSI

r———

'OH HOW TRUE THAT GOD
STOOPED DOWN TO MAKE
US GREAT!




Oh, how much He loves us to go to such
lengths to save us! What a tragedy to not
respond to such a gift! Have you taken
advantage of the death Jesus died and the
price He paid for you? The blood Jesus
shed at Calvary can free you from your
sins. “...Unto Him that loved us, and
washed (loosed) us from our sins in His
Own blood..." (Rev.1:5). Please do not
go to bed tonight still guilty of your
sins--still lost. If you were to die in that
condition, you would go into Eternity to
face a Just God who cannot let you into
heaven when you have even ONE SIN
against you. Let Jesus, the Saviour, take
your sins away by His blood.

JESUS WAS BODILY RAISED FROM
THE DEAD

Back once again to Peter’s message on the
Day of Pentecost, he said, "Whom God
hath raised up, having loosed the pains of
death: because it was not possible that He
should be holden of it" (Acts 2:24). Jesus’
body was raised from the dead for Peter
quoted Old Testament prophecy in this
sermon which read, ”...Neither wilt thou
suffer thine Holy One to see corruption”
(Acts 2:27). This simply means that God
did not allow the body of Jesus to remain
in the tomb long enough to decay. Jesus
has been bodily resurrected from the
dead! What benefit does that bring?
Listen to the promise of Jesus Christ
moments before He demonstrated His
power over death and the grave at
Lazarus’ tomb. He promised, “...I am
the resurrection, and the life: he that
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet
shall he live..." (Jn.11:25). The Son of
God who never lies, is promising us

immortality!  Although sin  brought
physical death upon the whole human
family (Gen.3), Christ Jesus came to win
back eternal life for all who will believe in
Him. Paul elaborates on the benefits
Jesus’ bodily resurrection brings to us by
saying, "For our citizenship is in heaven.
And we eagerly await a Savior from there,
the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power
that enables him to bring everything under
his control, will transform our lowly
bodies so that they will be like his glorious
body" (Phil.3:20, 21--NIV).

Our physical bodies will be
changed once they are raised
from the dead and made like

unto Jesus’ glorious,
resurrected body.

Paul wrote, "For this corruptible must put
on incorruption, and this mortal must put
on immortality" (I Cor.15:53). Our
physical bodies will be CHANGED from
“corruptible” or decaying bodies to bodies
which will never decay and from “mortal”
bodies which die to bodies which will be
immortal. In short, Jesus’ bodily
resurrection from the dead offers us an
eternal, immortal future. God has given
us glimpses of His Divine power over
death through the ages in events like the
translation of Enoch from earth to heaven
(Gen.5:21f), the taking up of Elijah into
heaven in a whirlwind (2Ki.2:9f), and
Elisha’s raising the Shunammite’s son
from the dead (2Ki.4:32f). As the Author
of Life, Jesus’ power over death and the
grave was powerfully demonstrated in His
raising of Lazarus from the dead (Jn.11),
the raising of the widow of Nain’s son
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(Lk.7:11f), and the bringing of Jairus’
twelve year old daughter back to life
(Mk.5:21ff). The crowning evidence that
Jesus has the power to deliver His
promise of raising us bodily from the
grave was His own victory over the
grave. Can you imagine how such a hope
could change your life, fill your life with
expectation, revolutionize your attitude,
and energize every step you take? It can
be yours today!

INTO
HEAVEN TQ SIT AT THE FATHER'S
RIGHT HAND

Some never begin the Christian life, for
they say, "I'll never be good enough to be
a Christian!" If you have feelings like
that, God has some GOOD NEWS FOR

JESUS = ASCENDED BACK

YOU! Peter, continuing his Pentecost
message, said, "This Jesus hath God
raised up, whereof we are all witnesses.
Therefore, being by the right hand of God
exalted...” (Acts 2:32f). Jesus has been
EXALTED AT GOD’S RIGHT HAND.

What Is Jesus Doing At
God’s Right Hand Which Can
Benefit The Christian?

The Hebrew writer answers by saying,
"For Christ is not entered into the holy
places made with hands, which are figures
of the true; but into heaven itself, now to
appear in God’s presence for us"

(Heb.9:24). At the right hand of the
Father, Jesus is performing work on
behalf of Christians. What work is He
performing? "Wherefore he (Jesus) is able
also to save them to the uttermost that
come unto God by Him, seeing He ever
liveth to make INTERCESSION for them"
(Heb.7:25). Although Jesus’ death on the
cross made forgiveness of past sins
available to the world, His endless work
of "intercession” makes the CONTINUAL
WASHING of sins available to Christians
who are walking (seeking) to please the
Lord and putting their trust in Him for
their salvation.

"Intercession” means to "speak
to one on behalf of another".

Jesus, our Advocate (Lawyer), is
continually meeting with and talking with
the Father to our advantage and on our
behalf as Christians, Remember the
reason lots of folks do not become
Christians is because they say, "I'll never
be good enough!" Jesus’ intercession at
God’s right hand can solve that problem
for you!! None of us will ever be GOOD
ENOUGH to make it to heaven. That is
why we all need an INTERCESSOR or
LAWYER working for us in Heaven
before the Father! Reminding us of our
constant need of help, John, writing to
Christians, said, "If we say that we have
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us" (I.Jn.1:8). A truly converted
child of God will seek to do right with all
his heart and soul, but sin will still occur
in our lives due to human weakness and
failure. God’s highest ideal is that we
never sin, but when we do He has made
provision for the continual forgiveness of
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sins. "My little children, these things 1
write unto you, that ye sin not. And if any
man sins, we have an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: and
He is the propitiation for our sins..."
(IJn.2:1f). My friend, Jesus wants to be
your Intercessor! John continued by
saying, "...he (Jesus) is the propitiation ..
also for the sins of the WHOLE WORLD"
(I1Jn.2:2).

Moses—A Biblical Illustration of

An Intercessor
When Moses was on Mount Sinai forty
days receiving the Ten
Commandments, the Israelites became
impatient demanding Aaron to make
them an image to worship. He made
them a golden calf and they
worshipped it calling it their "god”.
God determined to destroy this evil,
ungrateful nation (Ex.33:5). They
certainly deserved destruction! What
stopped them from being totally
destroyed? Moses interceded for the
people! "Anp THE LORD SPAKE UNTO
MOSES FACE TO FACE, AS A MAN SPEAKETH
unto His FRIEND " (Ex.33:11). How
blessed were these sinners to have
someone representing and speaking
Jor them before God, who the offended
God considered "a rrIEND". In fact,
we see the attitude of this "rrEND " of
God, as Moses pleads with God to
spare the nation saying, "...OH, THIS
PEOPLE HAVE SINNED A GREAT SIN, AND HAVE
MADE THEM GODS OF GOLD. YET NOW, IF
THOU WILT FORGIVE THEIR SIN--; AND IF NOT,
BLOT ME, I PRAY THEE, OUT OF THY BOOK
WHICH THOU HAST WRITTEN" (Ex.32:31F).

How wonderful that Jesus is willing to be
that Divine "Friend", that Everlasting
Intercessor, and that Lawyer to appear in
God’s presence to gain continual
forgiveness for the Christian! Please do
not let another day pass without Jesus
representing you.

JESUS WILL RETURN AT AN
APPOINTED TIME

"So Christ was once offered to bear the
sins of many; and unto them that look for
Him shall He appear the second time

without sin unto salvation” (Heb.9:28).

What Will Jesus Do Upon
His Second Coming?

“For the Lord Himself shall descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
arch-angel, and with the trump of God:
and the dead in Christ shall rise first.: then
we which are alive and remain shall be
caught up together with them in the
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and so
shall we ever be with the Lord”
(I Th.4:16, 17). 1t is at that time the Lord
will change our mortal, corruptible bodies
into immortal and incorruptible bodies
(Phil.3:20f). This is a picture of
inexpressible joy! You can be in that
picture of Eternal joy!

IT IS NOT A MATTER OF
"IF", BUT "WHEN" THE
LORD WILL RETURN.
ARE YOU READY FOR
HIS COMING?
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The Horrifying Alternative
Jesus’ example of the rich man and
Lazarus states in figurative language

the eternal, horrifying reality of a

place called "hell", which awaits
those who are unprepared for the
judgment. The rich man, after death,
lifted up his eyes in hell. What was
that place like? If you read Luke
16:23-31, you will discover that it was

a place of torment (v. 24), a place
eternally separate from God and all
good (v. 26), the "dead end" place of

no return (v. 26), and an existence of
unending regret of lost opportunity
for one’s self and the good he might
have been to his loved ones on earth
(vs. 27, 28). Think of just how
terrible hell must be! On earth, we
all know of the agony of a burned
finger, but the pain s bearable
because we know there will be an end
to it. Not so with hell! No matter
how evil a man is, he still enjoys
some goodness on this earth~a sunset,
a kind word, the love of his mother.
Not so in hell! If a person were to
offer us all the riches of the world
with one stipulation—that we would
have to be "separated” from our
closest loved ones never to see them
again, we would not consider it for a
moment. But, hell is a place of
eternal separation. Hell is a place of
"no more chances". "Oh, how much
good I could have done..., if only.."
All opportunity for good is eternally
gone 1in hell!

A BRIEF SUMMARY
God has provided a way to heaven and
away from hell as briefly summarized
below.

The STAR reminds us of the sign the
Wise Men saw which led them to the
Baby Jesus (Mt.2:1,2). "God with us”
(Jesus the Eternal Son of God) had
become flesh (Mr.1:23). The CROSS
reminds us Jesus lived a perfect life and
died a substitutionary death to pay for our
sins. The EMPTY TOMB keeps before
our minds that Jesus was bodily
resurrected from the dead, which offers
true believers an immortal future. The
CLOUDS stir our memory to recall Jesus
ascending back into heaven to sit down at
the right hand of God Almighty and that
He is there at this moment representing
Christians before God by performing the
work of "intercession”. This means He
"meets and talks with" God on our behalf
gaining continual forgiveness of sins for
us. The ARROWS coming out of the
clouds back toward earth and then back
into heaven press our minds to realize
God has appointed a day when Jesus will
return to raise all the dead to life and to
judge between them separating them as
sheep from the goats (Mr.25). Those
prepared to meet Him will be taken into
heaven for eternity, but those who are yet
in their sins will go into hell--a place of
eternal torment, separation, and regret.
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WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED?
Jesus Christ bought our salvation and
makes “all spiritual blessings"” available
in Himself (Eph.1:3). Paul wrote, "For
by grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God" (Eph.2:8). Whatever response we
are called upon by God to make to receive
Christ’s "gift” will not be some work on
our part to earn our salvation. Yet, men
and women of faith all through the ages
have been expected to trust God by
responding to His call to receive His
Divine blessings. How can I receive
salvation?

**HEAR THE GOSPEL***
We have to hear or read about Jesus and
become convinced (on the foundation of
the evidences He has left for us) that He is
the Son of God, that He died on the Cross
to pay for our sins, and that He has been
bodily raised from the dead.
recording, by inspiration, the life of Jesus
in his gospel account, John wrote, “And
many other signs truly did Jesus in the
presence of His disciples, which are not
written in this book: But these are written,
that ye might believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing
ye might have life through His Name"
(In.20:30, 31). None of us were at the
Cross when Jesus died, nor were we at
the Tomb when He was raised, but we
have written testimony of eyewitnesses
who would later willingly die themselves
because they were unwilling to deny what
they had seen with their own eyes! Why?
Because it was and is TRUE! Jesus has
been raised from the dead. God tells us
in these verses that this written,
eyewitness testimony found in the

After

writings of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and
John is all that is needed to produce
FAITH. Listen to one of the eyewitnesses
giving his testimony. "That which was
from the beginning, which we have
HEARD, which we have SEEN with our
eyes, and which we have looked upon, and
our hands have HANDLED, of the Word
of Life"(I Jn.1:1). 'This "Word of Life"
was none other than Jesus Himself
(Jn.1:1, 14). God is NOT asking you to
take a "blind leap of faith", but rather
allow your reason to sit in judgment on
the evidences. The conclusion for the
honest heart will be BELIEF!

A Biblical Example of How
Faith Is Developed

When Luke, the historian, wrote to a
man of high station by the name of
Theophilus {in his gospel account of
Luke and the Book of Acts), he did

not tell him to "park his brains" in
order to be a believer in Jesus as the

Son of God. Listen to Luke’s appeal

to Theophilus. “Many have
undertaken to draw up an account of
the things that have been fulfilled
among us, just as they were handed
down to us by those who from the
first were eyewitnesses and servants
of the word. Therefore, since | myself
have carefully investigated everything
from the beginning, it seemed good
also to me to write an orderly account
for you, most excellent Theophilus, so
that you may KNOW THE CERTAINTY
of the things you have been taught”
(Lk.1:1-4). Do not miss the pointl
Luke is talking to Theophilus
concerning a man by the Name of

Jesus who lived, taught, did miracles,

made the claim to be the Son of God,
died, and was bodily raised DURING
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and IN Theophilus’ life time! All
Theophilus had to do was to take
Luke’s data and check it and verify it
by FIRST HAND INVESTIGATIONS
AND INTERVIEWS! When you read
the entire book of Luke, you will
discover that Luke ties his account of
Jesus’ life to the names of specific
people, pinpoints definite geographical
locations where Jesus’ life is said to
have been played out, writes of
governmental rulers who were
contemporary with Jesus’ times, and
cites other known and verifiable
historical events which touched the
story of Jesus' life. WOULD A LIAR
MAKE SUCH A CHALLENGE? Would
a teller of a "fairy tale” open himself
up for so much checking and
investigation? One can conclude that
if Luke’s story of Jesus had been
false, that Thecphilus’ personal
to "know the certainty of the things
he had been taught”, but rather would
have revealed Luke as a liar and Jesus
as an imposter! Luke makes it easy
and even chalienges Theophilus to
check the facts. How can faith be
developed? Just as surely as Luke's
WRITTEN testimony of Jesus’ birth,
life, miracles, teachings, claims,
death, burial, and resurrection could
lead Theophilus to become a believer
in Jesus, so this same written
testimony from Luke (or Matthew,
Mark, and John)} can and should have
the same impact on your heart. You
are not being asked to believe the
words of men, but to believe in Jesus
as the Son of God based on the Word
of God. Read it for yourself!

wixBELIEVE THE GOSPEL***

The inspired Apostle Paul wrote, "... How
shall they believe in Him of whom they
have not heard?" (Rm.10:14). You have
just read numerous verses which have had
the God-intended aim of helping you
"hear” of our precious Lord Jesus. Do
you believe in Him as the Son of God?
Be sure you focus your faith in the right
place (Person)--Jesus! Jesus gave the
Great Commission in the following
words. “Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature. He
that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved; but he that believeth not shall be
damned” (Mk.16:15, i16). What, exactly,
must be believed? Jesus tells us what the
heart of our faith must be when he
commanded them to “..preach the
GOSPEL to every creature”. - Since it was
the "gospel" which was to be preached,
then it is the "gospel" which is to be
"believed”. What is the gospel? We have
already studied this, but allow Paul to
refresh our minds as to what the gospel is
as he writes, "...I declare unto you the
gospel which I preached unto you, which
also ye have received, and wherein ye
stand: by which also ye are SAVED.. for 1
delivered unto you first of all that which I
also received, how that Christ DIED FOR
OUR SINS according to the scriptures;
and that he was BURIED, and that he
ROSE AGAIN the thrid day according to
the scriptures"(I Cor.15:14). This agress
with the gospel preached on the Day of
Pentecost where Jesus’ identity as God’s
Son, His substitutionary death, His bodily
resurrection, and His ascension into
heaven were all preached (Acts 2:22-35).

How Powerful Is the Gospel?
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Paul answers, "For I am not ashamed of Therefore, Jesus describes the next step
the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of of conversion by saying, "Blessed are

God unto salvation to everyone that
believeth..." (Rm.l1:16a). If you are
unsure of any of the basic and essential
facts of the gospel, then go back and
thoughtfully read the gospel accounts of
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. God
says their eyewitness, inspired, written
testimonies are sufficient to lead you to
faith (Jn.20:30f). You will be refreshed
and reminded that disease, demons, and
even death were not barriers for the
Nazarene Carpenter! Those forces and
problems which had plagued mankind
came tumbling down under the unlimited
power of the Son of God.

#AREPENT OF YOUR SINS*#*
When the people heard the message
preached by Peter on the Day of
Pentecost, they were convicted of their
lost condition. The Bible records that
they were “..pricked in their heart..."
(Acts 2:37). Conversion of heart is vital
to becoming a child of God. We are not
making some "ceremonial response", we

are going through INNER CONVERSION!
Jesus outlines so powerfully the steps of
this conversion in the Sermon on the
Mount. He said, “Blessed are the poor in
spirit for theirs is the kingdom of heaven"
(Mt.5:3). Jesus, in effect, was saying,
"Blessed is the man who REALIZES he is
unable to serve his own spiritual needs by
the work of his own hands"! Once we are
shocked with the realization of how we
look to the Just God without the covering
of the blood of His Son, then we are
penetrated with grief over how we have
failed God and destroyed our own souls.

they that mourn for they shall be
comforted"(Mt.5:4). The sincere, heart-

broken attitude of the truly converted soul
is illustrated by the story of the Pharisee
and the publican who went to the Temple
to pray (Lk.18:9-14). In the text, Jesus
shares a parable with certain people
"which trusted in themselves that they
were righteous and despised others" (v.9).

You can see what a ridiculous and terrible
mistake this was on their part. None of us
are righteous (Rm.3:10), for "..we have
all sinned and fall short of the glory of
God" (Rm.3:23). Unfortunately, many
people do not realize that, spiritually
speaking, we are all "...wretched, pitiful,
poor, blind, and naked" (Rev.3:17). We
will never be saved until we realize how
utterly lost we are without Jesus. The
first step to heaven is NOT A STEP UP,
but A STEP DOWN secing we are
sinners, ungodly, and powerless to save
ourselves (Rm.5:6).

An Hlustration of True
Conversion vs. The

Counterfeit
"Two men went up to the Temple to
pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a
publican. The Pharisee stood and
prayed thus with himself, *God, I thank
thee, that I am not as other men are,
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even
as this publican. I fast twice in the week,
I give tithes of all that I possess’. And
the publican, standing afar off, would not
lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven,
but smote upon his breast, saying, *God,
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be merciful to me a sinner’. I tell you,
this man went down to his house
justified rather than the other: for
everyone that exalteth himself shall be
abased; and he that humblieth himself
shall be exalted" (Lk.18:10-14).

In this parable, what was the Pharisee’s
problem? He was looking and trusting in
his own good works to the extent that he
could not see his own sinful, utterly lost
condition! The publican sought for mercy.
He REALIZED he was lost and was
heartbroken over how he had failed the
Lord. The first act of repentance is "godly
sorrow" (II Cor.7:10).

Repentance Begins with
Godly Sorrow For My Sins,
Leading to a Change of
Mind and, Then, To a
Change of Behavior.

It only stands to reason once we realize
we are lost and have failed the Lord that
we should want to live differently--to
make a change in our lives. In the Sermon
on the Mount, Jesus covers this point
when He said, "Blessed are the meek, for
they shall inherit the earth” (Mt 5:5).
The word “meekness” means "power
under control" and draws a picture of a
wild horse being tamed and brought under
control. Meekness is a step in the
CONVERSION of soul which causes the
person to be willing and ready for God to
take up the management of his or her life.
Have you come to realize how we all have
destroyed our souls without God’s
management?

A Biblical Illustration of True

Conversion of Heart
In the Parable of the Prodigal Son
(Lk.15:11-24), the youngest son had
taken his inheritance, left his Father’s
house, and gone into a distant land only
to waste his money in riotous living
(vs.12, 13). Count on it, when you are
away from the Father’s house in sin,
you are wasting your life and your soul.
After the boy’s money was gone and
severe famine hit the land, he was
starving to death and no man helped
him (v.14). Sometimes God has to
knock us down to make us look up!
The starving boy got a job feeding pigs
(which would have been totally
contrary to his Jewish upbringing). If
we just paused sometimes to see the
"height from which we have fallen", the
vision of what we have become
spiritually might shock us back into a
"heavenly perspective". One day the
‘boy was so hungry, he found himself
ready to eat the "husks" the pigs were
eating. Yet, like any worldly pleasure
or temptation, "husks" might promise a
fulfilling end, but, finally, we discover
they are empty and vain. Suddenly,
something wonderful happened right
there in the pig pen! The boy
experienced TRUE CONVERSION
OF HEART! He became POOR OF
SPIRIT realizing he was bankrupt
materially and spiritually. He
MOURNED over his sin saying,
"Father, I have sinned against heaven,
and before thee...". MEEKLY, he
decided to allow his Father to do with
him as He might choose saying, "I am
no more worthy to be called thy son:
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make me as one of thy hired servants’".
These powerful realizations going on
inside the boy’s heart caused him to
"...come to himself.." or "come ro his
senses.." He, as Jesus taught in the
Sermon on the Mount, would "hunger
and thirst” (Mt.5:6) for the "bread and
to spare" in his Father’s house, just like
we (who are sinners) will "hunger and
thirst for righteousness” which only
comes to us by the cleansing of the
blood of Jesus. If you are not careful,
you might say, "Well, ’'m not in the
"pig-pen’ of sin like this boy was!" Yet,
have you forgotten in our previous
study how many sins it takes to be
"dead” spiritually? It only takes ONE
SIN! Once one sin is present (staining
our souls), we are in a condition just as
spiritually impoverished as was the
Prodigal Son. When the boy realized
his lost condition, he put the "pig-pen”
behind him, and went home to his
Father. That is REPENTANCE and
we cannot be saved unless it happens
inside our hearts and souls. Jesus said if
it does not happen we will "perish"
(Lk.13:3). Once you SEE and
REALIZE your lost condition you can
resolve (just like the Prodigal Son) and
say, "I will go to my Father!!” Have no
doubts about how you will be received
once you get to the Father. Oh yes, we
deserve death, but because of the
substitutionary death of Jesus, the
Father says, "Bring the best robe and
put it on him; put a ring on his hand,
and shoes on his feet: and bring hither
the farted calf, and kill it; and let us eat,
and be merry: For this my son was
dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and
is found".

*+*<CONFESS JESUS AS LORD***

Paul writes to the Romans, “That if thou
shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord
Jesus (Jesus as Lord), and shalt believe in
thine heart that God raised Him from the
dead, thou shalt be saved" (Rm.l10:9).
Jesus must be confessed, acknowledged,
accepted, and surrendered to as LORD of
our lives.

What Does the word "Lord"

mean?

The word "Lord" means "Master" or
"Ruler”. Jesus said, “"Not every one that
saith unto me, 'Lord, Lord’, shall enter
into the Kingdom of Heaven; but he that
doeth the will of my Father which is in
heaven" (Mt.7:21). When Jesus is our
Lord, we are WILLINGLY responsive
and obedient to His will. Jesus makes it
plain in the verse above that CLAIMING
and ACTUALLY HAVING Him as Lord
can be two different things entirely. The
"acid test” of true surrender is our willing
obedience to the commands of our New
Master.

Jesus Must Outrank Loved

Ones
Are you thinking of becoming a disciple
of Jesus? Are you thinking of

acknowledging Him as the Lord of your
life? If so, listen to Jesus’ words to those
who would become His disciples. "And
there went great multitudes with Him, and
He turned, and said unto them, "If a man
come to me, and hate not his father, and
mother, and wife, and children, and
brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own
life also, he cannot be my disciple”
(Lk.14:25, 26). A large group of people








