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So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority; but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth” (Acts 1:6, 7, & 8).

When the Holy Spirit was outpoured on the Day of Pentecost in fulfillment of Jesus’ promise to these Twelve, Jesus said they would receive power. Notice Jesus’ promise did not indicate everyone would receive power, but that these Twelve men would receive power. That is not to say that as the gospel advanced over the Western Roman Empire as documented in the Book of Acts from Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest parts of the earth, others would be given certain supernatural gifts as it pleased the Spirit (see I Corinthians 12:4-11), but not everyone (cp. I Corinthians 12:27-31). Yet, as the Holy Spirit worked in the infant church kingdom in the delivery and confirmation of the word of God that was being delivered over the span of the Apostles’ lives (cp. John 14:25, 26; 16:12, 13; Jude 1, 2), not every Christian had supernatural gifts, but all Christians were baptized by one Spirit into the one body—the church (I Corinthians 12:12, 13). 

The power Jesus promised the Apostles qualified and equipped them in being Jesus’ witnesses to the remotest parts of the earth. Before the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, they could all give their eyewitness testimonies of Jesus’ bodily resurrection, but the power Jesus promised them would prove their witness was true. Referencing that power at work on Pentecost, as the Spirit gave them the ability to speak in languages (tongues) causing every person present to understand in his own language wherein he had been born, that proved their eyewitness account of Jesus’ resurrection was true.  The miracle of tongues, the sound of a rushing mighty wind, and the visible tongues like as fire over the heads of the Apostles on Pentecost all proved the following apostolic claim. This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses. Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and hear  (Acts 2:32, 33). The devout Jewish men gathering in Jerusalem for the Feast of Pentecost saw and hear some things to drive them to the conclusion that the Twelve Apostles’ eyewitness claims of Jesus’ bodily resurrection were true!! 

For a moment, image someone in that audience among Jesus’ enemies trying to disprove the events of that day. What could they have said to discredit the Twelve Apostles’ eyewitness testimonies? Could they said, “You really did not hear the sound of a rushing mighty wind!” Or, “You just think you see tongues like fire over the heads of these Twelve men, but they are not really there!” Or, “All of you hearing these Twelve men speak and understanding them in your own native languages and dialects simultaneously is really not happening.” Do you see how ridiculous such opposition would have been? What will you do with the resurrected Jesus?
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