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… but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth (Acts 1:8).

Have you become discouraged and confused with the scene of hundreds and hundreds of churches teaching conflicting doctrines? How can we possess the same Bible and, yet, have so many religious differences?

One result of the power given to the Apostles by the Spirit was the power of inspiration as discussed in the last lesson. Did God teach the faith once for all delivered to the saints (Jude 3) with an intention of fostering all the religious disunity in the world? Or, is it permissible with God for humans to diverge from the final inspired word of God to introduce human words and opinions? One would reflect that the origin of God’s final revelation was the mind of God revealed by inspiration through the Holy Spirit to the Apostles (I Corinthians 2:10-13), hence, to alter the words of inspiration is to tamper with the mind of God!  

What impact was God’s word intended to have on the hearers of the First Century A.D.? Paul wrote to the Corinthians that they were to agree and that there were to be no divisions among (them), but that (they) would be made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment (I Corinthians 1:10). Apostolic teaching was not designed to be fabricated or twisted to fit the region of the world where it was preached. Paul wrote to the Corinthians of his intention to send Timothy to them that he will remind you of my ways which are in Christ, just as I teach everywhere in every church (I Corinthians 4:17). Concerning teachings regarding marriage responsibilities, Paul indicated that what he taught the Corinthians was what he taught everywhere in every church (I Corinthians 7:17). 

Pause a moment and consider if the Apostle Paul, for instance, was permitted to come forward in time to visit the city or town where you live. Would he be welcomed to teach and preach where you go to church? Someone’s immediate thought may be, “Well, of course, after all he is an inspired Apostle of Jesus Christ!” What would happen when Paul was invited to speak at church X, Y, and Z—that teach differing doctrines and teachings. Would Paul be welcome to teach the doctrine he taught everywhere in every church? Or, would Jude be welcome to teach the faith once for all delivered to the saints? And, it Paul was permitted to speak in churches of different doctrinal stripes, would they and we surrender any teaching we hold if he corrected us with those inspired teachings he received from the Holy Spirit? 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Yet, you see, Jesus, Paul, Peter, Jude, John, Matthew, Mark, and Luke are with us everyday in the form of the inspired words we have from them given by the Spirit of God. What is creating the disconnect between those words and our religious beliefs and practices? 

Would Paul really be welcome where you attend church on Sunday?
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