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But Peter, taking his stand with the eleven, raised his voice and declared to them: “Men of Judea and all you who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you and give heed to my words. For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only the third hour of the day; but this is what was spoken of through the prophet Joel:
‘And it shall be in the last days,’ God says,
‘That I will pour forth of My Spirit on all mankind;
And your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
And your young men shall see visions,
And your old men shall dream dreams;
Even on My bondslaves, both men and women,
I will in those days pour forth of My Spirit
And they shall prophesy.’

Have your heard people of our day say, “Well, you know we are in the last days!” Possible, the wars, famines, earthquakes, false teachers are believed to be precursors of the end of time. Although that is a most interesting subject, notice what Peter called a “last days” event! When the baffled crowd at Pentecost tried to account for the phenomena of the Apostolic tongues as them being drunken, Peter denied any such notion and said the events they were hearing and seeing were what the prophet Joel had foretold as an event that would happen in the “last days” (Acts 2:17).

Over two thousand years have passed since Peter referred to the descent of the Spirit as a last days event, yet, the world has not come to an end. Hence what does last days mean in Scripture and what did the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost have with these last days events?

God through Isaiah foretold a last days event. He wrote, Now it will come about that in the last days the mountain of the house of the Lord will be established as the chief of the mountains, and will be raised above the hills; and all the nations will stream to it (Isaiah 2:1, 2). Mountains are symbolic of kingdoms in Old Testament prophesy, hence, God was foretelling His kingdom would be established above all other kingdoms of the world and people of various nations would flow into it. The impact of God’s kingdom would be the obedience and peace between nations that once were hostile toward one another (Isaiah 2:3, 4). The law of the Lord would spring out of the epicenter of the city of Jerusalem. Sounds a great deal like the Day of Pentecost (A.D.30) when the church kingdom was established during the days of the Roman kings (cp. Daniel 2:44, 45) with men out of every nation under heaven were becoming Christians and carrying the law of the Lord out of Jerusalem to the furthest corners of the earth. 

Peter quotes the prophet Joel on the day of Pentecost of another last days event—the pouring out or the availability of the Spirit to all humanity (Acts 2:17). Sounds a great deal like the Day of Pentecost when the church kingdom was established in the days of the Roman kings!
Although there are several other last days references in the Old Testament, it seems that the inspired Apostles are telling us that the last days prophecies were consummating and beginning to be fulfilled on the Day of Pentecost including the outpouring of the Spirit, the establishment of the church kingdom, the enthronement of a descendant of David as King (cp. Hosea 3:4, 5), and the completion of divine revelation would be begun and finalized through the Apostles and prophets of the 1st century church from Pentecost forward (cp. John 14:25, 26; 16:12, 13; Hebrews 1:1, 2). 

This throws great light on Peter’s words when he wrote, The end of all things is near; therefore, be of sound judgment and sober spirit for the purpose of prayer (I Peter 4:7). Peter wrote those words in the early 60’s A.D. and, yet, over 2000 years have past and the world has not come to an end. Could Peter mean that the rolling up of redemptive history was nearing completion with the consummation and fulfillment of prophetic predictions of the church kingdom come; Messiah enthroned; final revelation nearly finished; and the Holy Spirit outpoured? It seems so. So, in light of the fact that only one thing remains for the world to, indeed, come to an end is the second coming of Jesus. That could come any second and no one knows when it will happen. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Have you been to Jesus for the cleanings blood? Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb?
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